[bookmark: _GoBack]Template for Qualitative Research Papers

Qualitative papers are allowed a maximum of 3500 words.  If a higher word count is required, explain why in the cover letter.  Qualitative papers should include:

	Introduction

	  Paragraph 1
	1-3 sentences on importance and relevance of topic to JGME readers

	   Paragraphs 2-3
	Concisely present the research or evidence gap (what we do not know, but need to know), which will include references to prior work in the area, and thus the theoretical support for this study. If this is a grounded theory study, the theory will be developed in tandem with the findings.

	  Final Paragraph
	1 sentence (2 for complex studies) stating what experiences, understanding, or interpretations are being explored. State the study question or purpose.

	Methods

	   Paragraph 1
	State the qualitative research tradition (e.g. exploratory, grounded theory, interpretive description, phenomenology, etc.) and paradigm (e.g. positivist, constructivist, etc.) in which this work is designed.

	   Paragraphs 2-4     

	Describe the study design, including setting, sampling strategy, data sources (eg, documents, photos, individuals), how participants are selected (if study includes individuals), methods for data collection, process for identifying patterns in the data (eg, coding, frequency, sorting), any tools used to organize and help support analysis (eg, NVivo, MAXQDA), sufficiency of data, approach for analysis (eg, iterative, deductive, inductive), and how categories, themes, models, etc. are developed.

	   Final paragraph
	Address any ethical concerns (e.g. steps to protect privacy). Describe how reflexivity is managed (eg, relationship and interactions with participants, experiences of researchers, etc.)
1 sentence stating the project is exempt from review or approved, if humans involved, and name of the oversight body (eg, IRB)


	Results

	   Paragraph 1
	Summary of key findings that were identified (eg, patterns, themes)

	   Paragraphs 2-6
	Describe the key findings: support findings with representative excerpts from the data, apply research team interpretations and the logic supporting those interpretations. 

	Discussion

	   Paragraph 1
	1-2 sentences summarize key findings, highlighting what is most unique, relevant, or novel.

	   Paragraphs 2-3
	Discuss how study expands on prior scholarship, makes unique contributions, its scope and transferability, and implications of the findings in comparison with others’ work

	    Paragraph 4   
	Discuss how study limitations may have influenced the study findings, or their application to other setting or participants or purposes

	   Paragraph 5
	1-2 sentences stating the important, specific next research or program steps that follow from your findings.

	Conclusion
	1-3 sentences summarizing the key findings from your project



