Template for Quantitative Research Papers

This general format is suitable for Original Research, Educational Innovation, and Brief Reports.  However, the word count recommendations for each category are different, which will affect the number of paragraphs in each section (see the Manuscript Submission Checklist).

	Introduction

	  Paragraph 1
	1-3 sentences on importance and relevance of topic to JGME readers

	   Paragraphs 2-3
	Concisely present the research or evidence gap (what we do not know, but need to know), which will include references to prior work in the area, and thus the theoretical support for this study.

	  Final Paragraph
	1 sentence (2 for complex studies) stating the study question or purpose

	Methods

	   Paragraph 1
	1-2 sentences describe the study setting and participants

	   Paragraphs 2-3     

	Describe the study design and intervention(s)

	   Paragraphs 4-5
	Describe the exact outcomes, including measures developed for the study. Instruments may be included as online appendices

	   Paragraph 6
	Describe the planned analysis

	   Final paragraph
	1 sentence stating the project is exempt from review or approved, if humans involved, and name of the oversight body (eg, IRB)

	Results

	   Paragraph 1
	Summary of participants and demographic information, and/or outcome responses, as relevant

	   Paragraphs 2-4
	Results reported in order of original study questions/purposes, as in Introduction and Methods. Include feasibility (time, effort, costs) and acceptability to participants, if measured

	Discussion

	   Paragraph 1
	1-3 sentences stating the most important, unique, or surprising findings from the study, while incorporating the major question(s) and intervention(s) 

	   Paragraphs 2-3
	Analyze the findings in light of others’ work in the area; compare and contrast the study findings to others’ findings; include feasibility and acceptability estimates if not measured formally (in which case, put in the Results section)

	    Paragraph 4   
	Discuss how study limitations may have influenced the study findings or their application to other setting or participants or purposes

	   Paragraph 5
	1-2 sentences stating the important, specific next research or program steps that follow from your findings

	Conclusion

	  Paragraph 1
	1-3 sentences summarizing the key findings from your project







